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NOTE:

A charge that concluded as an
acquittal, nolle prosequi, or
dismissal (excluding deferred
dismissals) will be automatically
sealed if you have no criminal
convictions on your Virginia record
and no reportable charges on your
Virginia record within the past 3
years. A sealed charge is eligible for
expungement.

See Petition Sealing
flowchart



M Misdemeanor convictions for the following with an offense date on or after
Sea | I n g January 1,1986, will be sealed after 7 years if the person has no convictions on
their Virginia or other state record during that time and if the person was not
M s convicted of any other offenses on the same day: petit larceny (§ 18.2-96);
Ove rVI eW .~ shoplifting (§18.2-103); trespassing (§ 18.2-119); instigating trespass (§ 18.2-120),
trespass on posted property (§ 18.2-134); distribution of marijuana (§ 18.2-248.1(a));
and, disorderly conduct (§ 18.2-415).

Misdemeanor offenses that conclude on or after July 1, 2026, as an acquittal or
................ dismissal with prejudice will be sealed unless the defendant objects.

-------------- » Felony offenses that conclude on or after July 1, 2026, as an acquittal or
dismissal with prejudice may be sealed if the defendant makes a verbal motion
and the Commmonwealth’s Attorney agrees.

Automatic
Sealing

o
’0

/ 4 Misdemeanors with an offense date on or after January 1,1986, that concluded

.4 as an acquittal, nolle prosequi, or dismissal (excluding deferred dismissals) will
5 be sealed if the person has no criminal convictions on their Virginia record and
How can a L L
charge be no reportable charges on their Virginia record within the past 3 years.

sealed? o . L ) .
. All criminal and civil charges and convictions for possession of marijuana

4 (former § 18.2-250.1) will be sealed, regardless of when the case concluded or the
. final disposition.

.
.
.
.

-y Traffic infractions that concluded on or after January 1,1986, will be sealed after
11 years, unless sealing is prohibited by some other law.

Petition .
J Sealing Automatic Petition Sealing: convictions and deferred dismissals with an offense
.~ date on or after January 1,1986, for the seven misdemeanor convictions that are
If the charge did 4 eligible for a_utomatic sealing, plus und_erage alcohol (§ 4.1-305) and drug
not conclude as a paraphernalia (§ 18.2-265.3(A)), along with ancillary matters, may be sealed by
conviction or petitiqn if they.were not sealed automatically. See Petition Sealing flowchart for
deferred dismissal, k y more information.
see Expungement
Flowchart for ~.General Petition Sealing: convictions and deferred dismissals with an offense
more information. ";,, date on or after January 1,1986, for eligible misdemeanors, Class 5 and 6

felonies, grand larceny, and offenses punishable as larceny, along with ancillary
matters, may be sealed. See Petition Sealing flowchart for more information.



SEALING

FLOWCHART

PT. 1. PRIOR RECORD

Start

Did the
charge result
in a finding of

guiltor a
deferred
dismissal?

- Yes >

No

See Expungement
Flowchart for more
information

Is the charge a
misdemeanor,
class 5 or 6 felony,
grand larceny, or
punishable as
grand larceny?

No

This charge is
NOT eligible for
sealing

. Yes 5

Is there a
conviction
for a Class
1or 2 or life

felony?

Yes

v

Nothing in the
criminal record will
be eligible for
sealing

Prior record will not
prevent sealing. See
Sealing Flowchart, Pt.
2: Current Offense to

Is there a
conviction
for a class 3

or 4 felony in
the last 20
years?

Yes

v
The charge may still
be eligible, but will
have to wait until it
has been 20 years
since the class 3 or 4
felony conviction

determine charge
eligibility.

N

No

Is there a
felony

> conviction

in the last
10 years?

Yes

v
The charge may still
be eligible, but will
have to wait until it
has been 10 years
since the felony
conviction



SEALING

FLOWCHART

PT 2: CURRENT OFFENSE

Start

Was the
offense date
on or after
January 1,
19867

No

This charge is
NOT eligible for
sealing

NOTE:

Was the
conviction or
deferred
dismissal for a
felony or a
misdemeanor?

Felony

The conviction should be sealed automatically 7
years after the conviction if it is for one of the
following and there were no convictions the

same day for an offense not on this list :
Petit larceny (§ 18.2-96); Shoplifting (§ 18.2-103);
Trespassing (§ 18.2-119); Instigating trespass (§
18.2-120); Trespass on posted property (§ 18.2-134);
Misdemeanor Distribution of marijuana (§18.2-
248.1(a)(1)); and, Disorderly conduct (§ 18.2-415).

3

-« Misdemeanor »

The charge may still
be eligible, but will
have to wait until
this waiting period
is over
A

No

Has it been 7 years since
the conviction; release
from incarceration; or a
violation of probation,
suspended sentence, or

The charge may still be
eligible, but will have to wait
until it has been 7 years since
the last reportable conviction

A

Yes

Have there been any
convictions
> reportable to the
CCRE during that

The charge may still
be eligible, but will
have to wait until

this waiting period is

over

The charge may still be
eligible, but will have to
wait until it has been 10
years since the last
reportable conviction

parole? 1= J
waiting period?
No
Has it been 10 years
since the conviction;
release from This charge may be
_incarceration; or a ) eligible for sealing!
CTEnR ety . vz oS, g ~ Makesureltisnoton
parole? to the CCRE during thl.e exc]lggezc)jg;f;fzerlm_ses
the waiting period? ist (§19.2-392.12(L))
No :
; Yes NOTE:
v v

Any criminal or civil case
where the charge involved
was possession of marijuana
under former §18.2-250.1 shall
be sealed automatically.
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