Dear Senator ____________________:
Please vote NO on SB 386 (Stuart) Substitute, which would mandate a major curtailment of normal biosolids land application by localities and wastewater authorities statewide and has many problems as summarized below. Here’s our state association’s best understanding of SB 386’s impacts:  
1. Approximately two-thirds of all biosolids generated in Virginia is land applied on farms for nutrients and soil conditioning. The bill could force the shift large quantities of biosolids away from farms and into landfills or incineration, but this is not practical. 
1. In-State Landfilling Will Not Work at Scale: Based on experience during wet years when land application was restricted by weather, operators of Virginia landfills have been unwilling to take large quantities of biosolids. A recent engineering study and a major land application company separately confirmed landfilling in VA is not viable for a major shift away from land application.
1. Out-of-State Landfilling Could Work, But the Bill Does Not Provide Enough Time and Money: A statewide shift to out-of-state landfills is estimated to require 5 to 8 years (the bill allows only 3 years for compliance) to expand rail loading facilities and acquire specialized containers at an unknown capital cost, and impose a statewide cost increase of $48+ M/yr in increased operating expense.  
1. Incineration Could Work, But the Bill Does Not Provide Enough Time and Money:  Building new regional incinerators would require approximately 10 years for planning, design, site selection, public input, site approval, and construction (the bill allows only 3 years for compliance). The statewide locality and wastewater authority costs are estimated from two engineering studies for 4-5 regional incinerators to require $202 to $247+ M/Yr (debt service plus operating expense). 
1. Although the exact extent of curtailment quantity and number of counties, cities, and towns to be impacted is indeterminate at this time because the laboratory testing results driving the curtailment mandate does not begin until January 1, 2027, SB 386’s highly problematic features make it very likely that many, if not most, localities and wastewater authorities would be adversely impacted. 
1. The bill eliminates statewide DEQ regulation and authorizes localities east of I-95 (localities that are in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management Area – an unrelated program) to adopt even more stringent regulatory thresholds locality-by-locality, which could effectively invalidate DEQ permits authorizing land application in accordance with DEQ standards.
1. SB 386 is dramatically more stringent and far less workable than the House Bill 1443 (Lopez) Substitute as well as pending legislation in Maryland (which has been a common point of reference during 2025-2026 policy discussions). 
1. SB 386 is unworkable and should not be passed. 
7. The bill’s impacts are unknown and potentially severe. 
7. The bill’s timelines are impossible to meet, which means noncompliance with DEQ requirements and enforcement.
7. The bill’s costs are high so household sewer rates will increase significantly. 
PLEASE VOTE NO ON SB 386 (AND SUPPORT HB 1443 – LOPEZ).

