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February 23, 2010

Restriction of Pretrial Services Authority bill in Senate Courts of Justice

Please call/e-mail members of Senate Courts of Justice in opposition to HB 728 (Albo).  The bill severely reduces the role and authority of the Pretrial Services Offices by providing that pretrial services can only be offered to indigent defendants.  Local governments and community corrections agencies oppose the bill. 


Local officials need to make sure that members on Senate Courts of Justice Committee know that the bill will increase jail costs.  VML staff is uncertain when the bill will be on the committee docket so please go ahead and contact your senator.

Talking points: 

· Pretrial services cost less.  The Virginia Community Criminal Justice Association says that pretrial services cost about $4.50 a day per person, as compared to $66 to keep a person in jail. 

· Pretrial services play a vital role in managing the jail population and minimizing prisoner expense.  Without this program, jail costs are likely to skyrocket.   There is a large population of defendants who are not indigent but cannot make bail. 

· Newer jails were built on the assumption that pretrial services would be used, therefore decreasing the number of beds that had to be built.  Limiting the use of pretrial services will lead to additional overcrowding of jails. (The use of pretrial services was an integral part of the parole abolition and sentencing reform legislation passed during Gov Allen's term.)
· The proposed budgets already reduce funding for local jails and increase the number of state inmates who will be held in local jails.  This is not the time to take action to place additional fiscal burdens on local jails.

VML staff contact:  Randy Cook (wrcook@mmecpc.com) 

