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February 02, 2010
Oppose bill limiting local authority to regulate shooting near subdivisions

Contact House Militia, Police and Public Safety Committee in opposition to HB 236
HB 236 (Janis) will limit local public safety authority by removing the option for localities to prohibit hunting within one-half mile of a subdivision. Current law is simple, easy to understand and protects the public. 

HB 236 would:
· Allow hunters to self-regulate their actions (as opposed to allowing a locality to regulate proximity to subdivisions).

· Could result in hunting preserves being located immediately adjacent to existing residential subdivisions.

· Weakens local land use control through a statewide "one size-its all" approach.

· Allows personnel certified by the National Rifle Association or other entities recognized by the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries to approve a shooting match without notifying the affected local governments.

Here are some talking points when contacting your Delegate:
· The bill will make it possible for a hunter to stand right across the lot line from a home in a subdivision and shoot his rifle or shotgun, so long as he doesn't shoot directly at the home.
· Allowing hunters to dictate reasonableness and requiring hunters to be responsible for knowing the range of any firearm he discharges will prove difficult.
· Simply put, the bill endangers the public within subdivisions.
HB 236 may be heard by the House Militia, Police and Public Safety’s Subcommittee # 1 as soon as Thursday, February 4. VML members are urged to call and e-mail members of both the full committee and subcommittee.

Subcommittee #1 Members
	Del. Thomas C. Wright (Chairman)
	DelTWright@house.virginia.gov
	(804) 698-1061

	Del. H. Morgan Griffith
	DelMGriffith@house.virginia.gov
	(804) 698-1008

	Del. David A. Nutter
	DelDNutter@house.virginia.gov
	(804) 698-1007

	Del. L. Scott Lingamfelter
	DelSLingamfelter@house.virginia.gov
	(804) 698-1031

	Del. Mark L. Keam
	DelMKeam@house.virginia.gov
	(804) 698-1035


Contact Jessica Stuart at jstuart@vml.org or (804) 787-3877 if you have questions.
