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February 5, 2009

Schedule of activities

VACo/VML Legislative Day

Richmond Marriott – 5th and Broad Streets

11 a.m. 

Registration

Noon 


Program begins (box lunch provided)

12:15 p.m. 

Keynote address: Gov. Timothy M. Kaine

12: 45 p.m. 

Update on the federal stimulus package: Frank Shafroth, 




Chief of Staff, Congressman Jim Moran

1:05 p.m. 

Staff briefing

2 p.m. 


Adjournment and afternoon visits to Capitol Square (see listing of 



meetings at end of Bulletin)

3 p.m. 


Press conference on law enforcement funding, House Briefing 



Room, General Assembly Building

5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Reception for local officials (cash bar)
Recession squeezes state revenues

General Assembly to close budget gap with cuts.

Like a crowded railroad yard loading and unloading multiple rail cars and locomotives, the General Assembly this week must review and report numerous tax bills and budget amendments. Complicating its task is the revised revenue forecast that Gov. Kaine will submit to the legislature by mid-February and the economic stimulus package winding its way through Congress.  

Given the steady cascade of bad economic news, a number of legislators expect the governor to report that the current revenue shortfall of $2.9 billion is too optimistic.  But how much greater is the shortfall? Will another downward revision of state transportation dollars result in even more projects dropped from the Six-Year Improvement Program?  

For the economic stimulus package the questions are different. How much money will Virginia receive? How can the money be used? How will the package affect local budgets? What are the “strings?” And, perhaps most importantly, when will this all occur?


The task before the House Appropriations and Senate Finance committees is to develop budget plans that answer or assume the answers for these questions. In addition, they must deal with the consequences of the revenue actions each chamber has taken. These actions have increased the budget gap. For example, the cigarette tax increase (HB 2389 and SB 947) was defeated in Senate Finance and House Finance, resulting in revenue reductions to the state budget of $2 million to the general fund, $155 million of special funds to the Medicaid program, and another $155 million of matching federal Medicaid dollars. Also the House defeated the repeal of the dealer discount provided for the sales tax collections (HB 2383), resulting in a revenue reduction of $64 million to the general fund. 


Also, both the House and Senate are considering measures to provide new tax credits for energy conservation and for first-time home ownership.


Gov. Kaine’s proposed reductions in state payments to local governments comprise almost 30 percent of the $2.9 billion revenue shortfall. Because roughly half of the general fund pays for state mandates and for high-priority services delivered by localities, it is not unreasonable to assume that the House and Senate budget packages will go beyond the governor’s proposed cuts if the new projections point to even less revenue.  


As a reminder, in public education, Gov. Kaine’s budget reductions total more than $745 million for the biennium. Over $250 million is a direct result of the sinking economy, updated triennial school census data, and new Lottery Fund estimates. But, most of his reductions are policy choices – $340 million to change the Standards of Quality (SOQ), $72 million to eliminate planned teacher salary increases in FY10, and $83 million to eliminate the state’s role in school construction. The unanswered questions are whether both chambers will levy even more reductions and whether these cuts will be “temporary or permanent” in terms of future state commitments to fund education.


Concerning state assistance for local police departments (‘599’ Program), the governor reduced the FY09 allocation by $7.7 million to $198.8 million. For FY10, he proposed a 7-percent reduction ($14.4 million), resulting in a new total of $190.7 million. In the 2007 session, the General Assembly appropriated $215.8 million for the program. In just two years, 599’s appropriation has fallen roughly $25 million. Given the House’s fiscal situation and past actions, the question is will budget reports on Sunday include even deeper cuts?


Talking points for delegates and senators.



Law Enforcement:

· Law enforcement is a fundamental core service of government. All of the state assistance for police departments is used to supplement local spending in this area. None of the dollars supplant local funding.

· Almost two-thirds of Virginians depend on police departments as their first responders for public safety.

· This program has been cut by almost 12 percent in two years.

Public Education:
· Making these cuts permanent does not affect what it costs to educate children and fulfill state mandates; it simply changes what the state pays for.

· Some 75 to 80 percent of current education costs are tied to salaries, which are driven by market forces. The state cuts will require lay-offs. 
· Passing more costs onto localities will lead to higher real estate taxes, increasing educational disparity within the Commonwealth.

· Student achievement is rising as measured by the state’s own accountability standards. Why jeopardize that accomplishment?


The House budget, which will be released Sunday, contains a provision to encourage early retirement for school employees. Details will not be known until Sunday, but local managers and administrators reminded VML and VACo that the last early retirement program for schools proved costly. Local governments must work to ensure they have a role in approving the use of school early retirement programs.  

Staff contacts: Neal Menkes (VML); Mike Edwards (VACo)

Eminent domain constitutional amendment needs attention

 The Senate Privileges & Elections Committee defeated SJR 290 (Obenshain), a constitutional amendment restricting the use of eminent domain, by an 8-7 vote at its Feb. 3 meeting. Be sure to thank Senators Howell, Deeds, Whipple, Edwards, McEachin, Petersen, Barker, and Northam, who voted against SJR 290 in committee.    

However, the issue is still alive. HJR 725 (Bell) is the companion amendment restricting eminent domain on the House side. The constitutional amendment will be heard by the House Privileges & Elections Committee on Friday, 9:30 a.m., in the House Appropriations Room. VML and VACo oppose.  

Talking points for delegates, especially members of House Privileges & Elections

· The eminent domain law was significantly tightened in 2007, thereby reducing the circumstances in which it can be used.

· It is premature and inappropriate to amend the constitution until the effect of the statutory reform adopted in 2007 has been thoroughly examined by the courts. If the statute has problems, they will be difficult to correct if they are embedded in the constitution. This last point protects the groups advocating for a constitutional amendment as much as local governments and others who are opposing the amendment.  

Staff contact: Randy Cook (VACo & VML)

Blight bills progress


VML helped craft legislation granting local governments more authority to deal with blighted properties. This legislation is moving through the floor process of the House and the Senate. The bills create significant tax saving incentives for landowners to improve blighted properties. Although passage of HB 1671 (Dance) and SB 1094 (Locke) appears likely, please thank your senator and delegate and ask for their support as these bills work their way through the process.  

Staff contacts: Mark Flynn (VML); Ted McCormack (VACo)

Alternative on-site sewer systems pose environmental problems


HB 1788 (Hull), HB 2294 (Merricks) and SB 1276 (Martin) state that localities cannot prohibit the use of alternative on-site sewer systems (AOSS), and prohibit localities from requiring maintenance of these systems beyond the regulations set by the Virginia Department of Health. HB 1788 and HB 2294 will be heard in House Counties, Cities and Towns on Friday at 8 a.m. in House Room D. SB 1276 was amended by Senate Local Government on Tuesday afternoon to continue local regulation of the installation and maintenance of AOSS until new Virginia Department of Health regulations are in place. An additional amendment allows localities to require that the installation of any AOSS to serve a residence be recorded in the land records.

Talking points for delegates (especially members of House Counties, Cities & Towns) and all senators

· AOSS are basically mini-treatment plants that require regular maintenance by homeowners. When AOSS fail, they tend to cause a significantly greater environmental impact than a conventional septic system.

· Local AOSS regulations allow local employees to be proactive in avoiding public health problems.

· The Virginia Department of Health has only just begun to draft regulations concerning AOSS; the regulatory process will take at least 18 months.  The state, localities and the public need to know the scope and nature of these regulations before local programs are eliminated.

Staff contacts: Ted McCormack (VACo); Mark Flynn (VML)

Phase out of cash proffers may be studied


HB 2613 (Hall) would phase out voluntary cash proffers as of July 1, 2014. Local governments are working to refer the bill to the Joint Subcommittee to Study Development and Land Use Tools in Virginia’s Localities (Athey-Vogel Study Committee). The bill will be heard in House Counties, Cities and Towns, Friday at 8 a.m. in House Room D.

Talking points for delegates 

· Cash proffers are the principal means, other than the real property tax, that localities have to pay a proportion of the cost of capital facilities needed to serve new residential and commercial development.

· The elimination of cash proffers should not occur without careful study by all affected parties. 

Mandated investments for local investment pool proposed


HB 2583 (Merricks) mandates that no less than 10 percent of the Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) assets be invested in time, savings, or demand deposits in Virginia banks. Ten percent of the pool equals about $340 million. 
The bill applies only to local government investments, not to the state’s investments. 
The LGIP is used by local governments of all sizes for short-term investments, although smaller local governments particularly rely on it. The LGIP is an attractive option because it is easy to use, gives a good return and is completely liquid. HB 2583 was unanimously recommended for report by a House Appropriations subcommittee on Feb. 2, and was heard by the full House Appropriations Committee on Feb. 4. VACo, VML and local treasurers oppose the bill. 

Talking points for all delegates

· GASB 40 requires that local government disclose on their financial statements if they hold unrated investments. This could affect a community’s bond rating.

· This bill would jeopardize the LGIP’s AAAm rating by mandating that some non-rated institutions be added into the investments. Standard & Poors required the state to drop all non-rated institutions from its pool investments in order to obtain the AAAm rating.  

· Treasury professionals invest pool funds in a conservative manner, assuring safety of funds, liquidity, and return on investment. Currently the vast majority of funds are invested in U.S. treasury securities, given the economic climate. The pool has invested in Virginia institutions in the past.

· Local governments use local banks for deposits and investments where liquidity is not the prime concern.  

· Dictating investment decisions could compromise the pool’s liquidity and decrease overall investment confidence in the pool. Other states have experienced “runs” on their pools when users lose confidence.  

· The localities that could be hurt the most will be smaller ones that may not have the staff to explore options other than the LGIP.

Staff contacts: Janet Areson (VML); Dean Lynch (VACo)

Stormwater bills move forward

Please urge senators to support HB 1991 (Bulova) that delays until 2010 the effective date of the Virginia Stormwater Management Permit (VSMP) regulations. The bill passed the House unanimously and will be considered by the Senate next week. A delay would allow for possible legislative review of these regulations by the 2010 General Assembly prior to taking effect. VACo and VML supported this measure because of the significant fiscal and administrative impacts that the VSMP regulations are likely to have on local governments. 

Staff contacts: Larry Land (VACo), Joe Lerch (VML) 

Helpful Freedom of Information Act bills need support


SB 1478 (Locke), SB1014 (Edwards) and HB 2266 (Ware, O) allow localities to withhold the name, address and telephone number of citizens making building code and fire code complaints to the local government. In 2002, the General Assembly enacted a similar exemption from FOIA regarding complaints filed by citizens on potential zoning violations. HB 2266 has passed the House. SB 1478 and SB 1014 were heard in Senate General Laws on Feb. 4.

Talking points for delegates and senators

· The bills protect people who file complaints from retribution for being good citizens and reporting unsafe conditions.

· People are hesitant to file a complaint about a neighbor if they can be identified. Renters in particular may be particularly unwilling to act if the landlord can discover their tenant filed the complaint.

Staff contacts: Mark Flynn (VML); Phyllis Errico (VACo)

Tax bills could hurt local collections

HB 1730 (Cole) mandates that no legislation adding a new state or local tax or increasing a state or local tax would be reported from any committee of the General Assembly unless such legislation contained an expiration date of not longer than four years from the effective date of the tax levy. The bill is on the House floor. A Senate companion bill (SB 1272) is bottled up in the Senate Rules Committee.


Talking points for all delegates and senators.
· The legislation impedes sound fiscal management and stewardship.

· Localities (and the state) could no longer rely on new taxes or tax increases for capital debt service.

· Local budget offices could not produce reliable revenue forecasts.

· Revenue uncertainties would hurt localities standings with bond rating agencies.

HB 2084 (Purkey) provides an exemption from state and local property taxation for all certified pollution control equipment and facilities. Under current law, the governing body of any county, city or town may, by ordinance, exempt or partially exempt certified pollution control equipment and facilities from local taxation. Some 24 cities, 73 counties and 146 towns do not provide an exemption. The bill is on the House floor. There is no Senate companion bill.

Talking points for all delegates and senators.
· The legislation before the House exempts local machinery and tool taxes and the real property where the facility is sited.

· The bill takes effect July 1, 2009. Localities planning to use this revenue in FY10 will not have time to adjust to the revenue loss.

· Support VML’s and VACo’s efforts to limit the bill’s fiscal impact. 
HB 2135 (J. Miller) and SB 1157 (Saslaw) require the recordation tax and the grantor’s tax on deeds to be based solely upon stated consideration, even when it is less than the actual value of the real estate conveyed by the deed. Under current law, the Clerk of the Circuit Court will base the recordation tax and the grantor’s tax on the greater of the consideration or the actual value of the property conveyed by a deed. The measures could reduce revenues for localities and the Commonwealth. HB 2135 is headed for the House floor. The Senate patron agreed to VML’s and VACo’s amendments to study the issue. SB 1157 is on the Senate floor. 
Talking points for all delegates and senators.
· State recordation taxes support state transportation and general fund programs. Localities use the revenues for their own general fund programs and to lessen dependence on real estate taxes.

· The issue needs to be studied to identify the fiscal impact, specifically the magnitude of the proposed change.

HB 2472 (Hugo) and SB 1419 (Watkins) deem rental contracts authorizing the lessor and the lessee the right to terminate at any time, regardless of whether the equipment is rented for a period that exceeds 92 days, to be short-term rental contracts subject to the daily rental tax rather than the tangible personal property tax. The daily rental tax cannot exceed 1 percent of the business’s gross proceeds. HB 2472 is on the House floor. SB 1419 is in Senate Finance.

Talking points for all delegates and senators.
· VML and VACo oppose HB 2472 and SB 1419 as introduced. The bills create tax loopholes with potential significant revenue losses for local governments.

· Along with the Commissioners of Revenue, VML and VACo are working to develop a compromise with the heavy-equipment rental companies.

Real estate constitutional amendments moving forward

At least one discretionary constitutional amendment affecting real estate taxation is moving forward, and two mandatory ones appear to be on the way to passage.  Constitutional amendments will have to be adopted again by the 2010 session before going to the voters in the November 2010 general election. 


HJR 688 (Cole) allows localities to either waive or establish their own income or net worth limitations for purposes of granting real property tax relief for the elderly or disabled. Stafford County requested the amendment so it could establish a circuit breaker type of tax relief program.  


Two discretionary homestead amendments, SJR 333 (Whipple) and HJR 686 (Brink), have failed.  

Two amendments would mandate exemption from real estate taxes for the principal home for veterans (and surviving spouses) with a 100 percent service-related, permanent and total disability. HJR 648 (O’Bannon) will be heard in House Privileges & Elections Committee on Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the House Appropriations Room. The full Senate passed its version of the amendment, SJR 275 (Puller), on Feb. 2.  VACo and VML testified that the Commonwealth should not use local tax resources to pay for a state tax policy decision. The state could provide this tax relief through statute, using its own resources, by rebating any taxes paid by veterans. 

Staff contacts: Mary Jo Fields (VML), Jim Campbell (VACo) 

Bill awarding attorneys’ fees raises questions


HB 1655 (Carrico) and SB 1513 (Smith) require courts to award attorney fees, expenses and court costs to any successful action challenging a local ordinance, resolution, motion or administrative action that conflicts with state law on the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying or transporting of firearms. HB 1655 will be heard in House Militia, Police & Public Safety, which will meet Friday at 9 a.m. in House Room C. SB 1513 is in Senate Courts of Justice subcommittee, Thursday at 4 p.m. in 4th Floor East. The full committee convenes Monday at 9 a.m. VACo and VML oppose.  

Talking points for delegates (especially members of the House Militia, Police & Public Safety Committee) and senators (especially members of Senate Courts of Justice)

· Removes any flexibility for the court as to whether attorney fees would be awarded; almost all other laws that allow the awarding of attorney fees are discretionary.

· Implies that local governments are bad actors.

· Sets a bad precedent other special interests will request mandatory attorney fees to challenges of local ordinances.

· Taxpayers will foot the bill for any attorney fees awarded.

Staff contacts: Ted McCormack (VACo); Kimberly Pollard (VML)

Environmental issues

Permissive local authority over battery recycling passes House


HB 2177 (Plum) allows local governments to enforce bans on the disposal of rechargeable batteries provided they have implemented a recycling program capable of handling rechargeable batteries generated within its jurisdiction. The goal is to take advantage of a cost-free program supported by the nonprofit Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC). The bill passed the House with no opposition. Please urge senators to support HB 2177.
Energy initiatives moving forward

HB 1828 (Fralin) allows local governments and water authorities to offer rate incentives for green roof construction. The bill is on the House floor. HB 1975 (Ware, R.L.) and SB 1058 (Whipple) permit local governments to provide regulatory flexibility to encourage green roofs in the construction, repair or remodeling of residential and commercial buildings. The bills have passed their chamber of origin and are now headed to the other legislative body.


HB 1707 (Oder) requires the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME) to assist localities in executing energy performance contracts. The measure also requires DMME on an annual basis to compile information regarding the progress of energy efficiency conservation achieved energy performance based contracting. The bill gives local governments an additional tool to hold down energy costs. HB 1707 is on the House floor.  


HB 2387 (Ebbin) and SB 1252 (Petersen) promote savings in energy and water use by requiring any public body (including local governments and schools) to design and build new buildings either to a LEED silver standard or Green Globes two globe standard. Exemptions from the standard would be allowed due to special circumstances that make construction to such standards impracticable. VML and VACo have worked with the administration on amendments to the legislation that would delay the effective date of the requirement until July 1, 2010, in order to accommodate already planned and budgeted new construction. HB 2387 will be heard at Thursday’s meeting of House General Laws; SB 1252 was to be heard by Senate General Laws and Technology on Feb. 4.  


HB 2175 (Hogan) and SB 1194 (Puckett) direct the Department of Environmental Quality to develop a permit by rule for the construction and operation of small electrical generation facilities that generate electricity only from such sources sunlight, wind, municipal solid waste, wave motion, or geothermal power. Both bills are pending respectively in House Commerce and Labor (which meets Thursday afternoon), and Senate Commerce and Labor (which meets Monday). 


SB 1447 (McEachin) requires investor-owned electric utilities and electric cooperatives to develop “integrated resource plans” for achieving a 19-percent reduction of energy consumption by 2025. The measure will be heard in the Senate Commerce and Labor subcommittee on utilities on Thursday afternoon. HB 2176 (Plum) and SB 1248 (Northam) also require energy efficient standards, and are in the respective Commerce & Labor committees. 
Staff contacts: Joe Lerch (VML); Larry Land (VACo); Jeff Gore (VACo); Randy Cook (VML) 

Cooperative procurement law altered


HB 2628 (Griffith) as introduced required an extensive written analysis before cooperative procurement could be used by a public body to procure goods or services. VACo and VML worked with the patron to narrow the scope of the bill considerably so that no written analysis is required and bidding is required only for some construction projects costing more than $200,000. The bill is on the House floor.

Staff contacts: Phyllis Errico (VACo); Randy Cook (VML)

Grievance procedure bills are helpful and harmful


HB 1678 (Orrock) and HB 1854 (Cole) allow localities the option to use a trained hearing officer in lieu of a three-member panel in the final step of the grievance process. HB 1678 has passed the House; HB 1854 is in House Counties, Cities & Towns, which will meet Friday morning, 8 a.m., House Room D. Amendments to HB 1678 that require that the grievant and locality must agree before a hearing officer is used in place of a panel have watered down its usefulness. It is rare a grievant will accept this. HB 1854 is still intact and will be heard in House Counties, Cities & Towns on Friday. We urge your support of this bill, which will allow localities the option of using an administrative hearing officer in grievance hearings.


SB 925 (Deeds) and HB 1996 (Bulova) permit the employee to have a representative present at all stages of the grievance process. Senator Deeds and Delegate Bulova have made amendments that make these bills less harmful for local governments.  However, due to the disruption in the grievance procedure that both bills create, local governments still do not support them. HB 1996 is in House Counties, Cities & Towns, Friday at 8 a.m.; SB 925 is on the Senate floor.

Staff contacts: Phyllis Errico (VACo); Mark Flynn (VML)

Human Services

CSA budget amendments need support


VACo and VML, working with local social services executives, were successful in encouraging members of the House and Senate to submit a number of helpful CSA-related budget amendments. However, the introduction of these amendments does not mean that they will be included in budgets released by the two chambers on Feb. 8. Please inform your members on House Appropriations and Senate Finance to support these proposed amendments.

Helpful Amendments:
Item 283-1s and Item 283-1h: Eliminate the penalty that would increase the local match rate for residential services that is due to begin July 1. It would not affect the increase that just took place Jan. 1. The state cost of the amendment is $3.9 million in FY10.

Talking point: This amendment would protect local governments from punitive new match rates while allowing them the time to develop community-based services.

Item 283-2s and 283-2h: Allow local CSA management teams to choose the provider of intensive care coordination services in their area. Current state rules require these teams to use their Community Service Boards (CSB), or allow their CSB to contract out the services, thereby diluting local supervision of these services.

Talking point: Legislation passed last year did not mandate that a CSB perform this function; subsequent guidelines developed by the state office created the mandate. Local management teams are responsible for CSA in each community, and should be allowed the authority to contract for care coordination services with the private, public, or nonprofit group that can most cost-effectively serve their community and families.

Item 283-3s and 283-3h: Require the state CSA office to: 1) share more information about training programs to be offered; 2) include building community-based services as a training priority; 3) give local CSA management and staff ample notice of training; and 4) report each year on how training money was used, who received training, and what kind of training was offered.

Talking point: The state office has not been forthcoming about the training funds it receives each year; local CSA management teams and coordinators need consistent and timely training on basic issues involved in CSA in order to manage the program in the most cost-effective way possible.

Item 283-4s and 283-4h: Allow local governments to use a portion of their state pool funds to build community-based services.

Talking point: CSA’s structure does not allow communities to use funding for more than one child at a time. Allowing communities to pool some program funds could help them in creating cost-effective, community-based services for numbers of children and families.

CSA bills move forward


Local governments support two bills relating to CSA that will be heard Friday in Senate Rehabilitation and Social Services. SB 1179 (Hanger) increases the local representation on the State Executive Council (the policy body intended to oversee CSA) from two to four individuals. SB 1506 (Hanger) caps local services costs at the amount determined by a local planning and management team. In addition, the bill would not require local payment for more costly services determined by a court that the local team did not recommend.  

Staff contacts: Janet Areson (VML); Dean Lynch (VACo); 

Senate bill eliminates state jail construction funding

The Senate Finance Committee reported a substitute bill this week that permanently suspends state investments in local and regional jail construction. Senator Kenneth W. Stolle, patron of SB 1386, said his measure allows the General Assembly to develop new rules for the state funding. VML and VACo are accessing whether or not the bill affects previously approved projects. 

Other threats to jail funding involve the state’s contribution to operational costs (per diems), which may be reduced in the House and Senate budgets. The governor reduced per diem payments in his introduced budgets. 
Staff contacts: Dean Lynch (VACo) and Janet Areson (VML)

Legislation defeated, passed by indefinitely, struck or tabled 

· HB 1620 along with a variety of other bills – easing current requirements on early voting

· HB 1728 - exempting commercial development from road impact fees

· HB 1731- permitting the display of only one license plate on motor vehicles

· HB 1801 - authorizing special conservators of the peace employed by the locality to use flashing blue lights in their vehicles like other law-enforcement officers

· HB 1815 - prohibiting public employers from asking applicants questions about criminal history except for certain violent felonies
· HB 1879 and HB 2355 - giving local governments the option to publish official notice of public hearings and local ordinance summaries on the internet, public access TV or automated voice or text alert system

· HB 1910 - allowing localities to adopt ordinances prohibiting firearms in libraries

· HB 1959 - requiring localities to save the job of public safety employees for up to two years
· HB 2107 - restricting a locality’s ability to exercise “quick take” condemnation authority under §15.2-1904

· HB 2120 - permitting localities to charge property owners for the cost of abating graffiti

· HB 2125 - allowing a locality to adopt an ordinance requiring a person, applying for zoning, to post a sign notifying the public of the hearing regarding property 
· HB 2252 - expanding the statute of limitations for public safety employees who are exposed to a covered infectious disease on the job to up to two years from diagnosis 

· HB 2263 - requiring additional training for animal control officers and transferring oversight from the State Veterinarian to the Department of Criminal Justice Services

· HB 2272 - relieving general contractors of the responsibility to ensure that sub contractors were providing workers compensation coverage to their employees  

· HB 2384 - allowing localities to enact a local safety belt ordinance consistent with state law

· HB 2478 and HB 1958 - expanding the workers’ compensation infectious disease presumption law to cover any public safety employee for any disease contracted during a disaster declared by the governor to be a public health emergency 

· HB 2590 - establishing different accounting standards for post employment benefits

· SB 1177 - eliminating all reference to independent cities in statutes

· SB 812 and SB 1129 - authorizing local governments to publish information relating to warrants paid by the locality

· SB 821 - presuming that if a worker were found dead or had a serious brain injury, the accident would be compensable under the workers’ compensation act  

· SB 832 - allowing localities to adopt ordinances prohibiting firearms in community centers or libraries during an official meeting of the governing body

· SB 1053 - allowing localities to adopt ordinances prohibiting a dangerous weapon on property owned or leased by the locality used for governmental purposes

· HJR 686 & SJR 333 - allowing localities to enact a homestead exemption

· SJR 290 - restricting eminent domain

· SJR 335 - eliminating the word “independent: in the definition of city in the Constitution

· SJR 349 - allowing localities to cap annual increases in assessments

Schedule of Legislative Meetings

(Meetings are held in the General Assembly Building, 

9th and Broad Streets, unless otherwise noted)

Thursday afternoon, February 5

	Time
	Committee and Room

	Noon
	House & Senate convene, State Capitol

	1:30 p.m.- 4:30 p.m.
	School Readiness Task Force- 6th Floor Board Room of
the Department of Social Services at 7 North 8th Street in Richmond.

	2 p.m.
	Senate Transportation- Senate Room B 

SB 1398-Requires that all transportation plans and programs of counties, cities, and towns be based on the Statewide Transportation Plan 

	2 p.m.
	Senate Commerce and Labor Subcommittee on Utilities- Senate Room 2, The Capitol

SB 1248, SB 1296-energy efficiency 

	1/2 hr aft
	House Commerce and Labor- House Room D - 1/2 hour after adjournment 

HB 2506-energy efficiency programs

HB 1709-payday lenders

HB 2175-energy projects

HB 2176-energy efficiency

	Aft adj 
	House General Laws- House Room C- immediately after adjournment 

HB 2387- Green Public Buildings Act; certain new or renovated buildings to be built to certain standards

	4 p.m.
	Senate Finance- Senate Room A 

SB 1514-Notice of change in assessments

SB 1175-Daily rental taxation

	4 p.m.
	Senate Courts of Justice Civil Subcommittee- 4th Floor East Conference Room 

SB 1513- firearms; award of court costs to entity that prevails in action challenging locality


Friday, February 6

	8 a.m.
	House Counties, Cities and Towns- House Room D 

HB 2613- phases out voluntary cash proffers as of July 1, 2014.

	8:30 a.m.
	Senate Rehabilitation and Social Services- Senate Room B 

SB 1179-increases the local representation on the State Executive Council 

SB 1506-caps local services costs at the amount determined by a local planning and management team

	9 a.m.
	House Militia, Police and Public Safety- House Room C 

HB 1655-firearms; award of court costs to entity that prevails in action challenging locality

	9:30 a.m.
	House Privileges and Elections- 9th Floor Appropriations Room 

HJR 725- a constitutional amendment restricting the use of eminent domain

HJR 648- mandate exemption from real estate taxes for the principal home for veterans, and surviving spouses, who have a 100 percent service-related, permanent and total disability

HJR 640- adds “right to work” to the state constitution

HJR 720- amends the constitution to create a separate Transportation fund

	10 a.m.
	Virginia Roanoke River Basin Advisory Committee- Conference Room A, Library of Virginia, Richmond 

	1/2 hr aft
	House Appropriations- 9th Floor Appropriations Room - 1/2 hour after adjournment 

	1/2 hr aft
	House Courts of Justice- House Room C- 1/2 hour after adjournment 


At your fingertips …

House Membership >Link to General Assembly Web site listing all members of the House of Delegates and their contact information.  There is a tab at the top of the web page showing committee membership.

Senate Membership >Link to General Assembly Web site listing all members of the Senate and their contact information.

Senate Committees and Subcommittees >Link to General Assembly Web site listing membership of all Senate committees and their contact information.
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