Legislative

A digest of legislative news from the General Assembly affecting local governments.

Find it fast Legislature adopts budget;
> e cieivk | 5 djourns with little fanfare

» Budget

> Education WITH LITTLE DEBATE or discus-
sion, the General Assembly matter-of-

» Eminent Domain factly dealt with a handful of outstand-

» Environment ing bills, adopted a budget and then
adjourned Saturday night.

> FOIA

VML will publish either today or

> Human Services tomorrow an analysis of the budget

>» Land Use amendments included in HB 1600. -

» Local Authority Thisi Legislativ‘e Bulletin reports on the _.
few items of interest to local govern-

> Personnel ments that were acted on either Friday

» Public Safety or Saturday.

» Retirement/Benefits The General Assembly will return

to Richmond on April 8 for the reconvened session, which could prove to be
either mundane or contentious. That will depend on the details surrounding
» Transportation implementation of the federal economic stimulus package.

» Taxes/Revenues

» Utilities Federal agencies will begin posting guidance documents today on how the
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act can be used. The General Assembly
relied on federal stimulus money in reaching its budget agreement. The state
budget may have to be adjusted to conform to the compliance requirements

“ncnm“lg attached to the stimulus money. In that event, a number of budget amend-

ments would have to be taken up during the April 8 reconvened session.

» Miscellaneous

The General

Assembly will return

to Richmond for its » Find a bill (state LIS)
reconvened session » State budget Web site

on April 8 to deal

with gubernatorial

amendments and “My concern is that we have a structurally unsound

vetoes. budget. We are going to have a $4 billion hole in the
budget waiting for us next year.”

D i | O Qg Ul

... Sen. Mark D. Obenshain, discussing the use of federal stimulus money to balance the
state budget. From the March 3 Harrisonburg Daily News Record.
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FOIA

Exemption added to protect
identity of complainants

The General Assembly approved a conference
report for HB 2266 (O. Ware) that allows localities to
withhold the name, address and telephone number
of citizens making building code and fire code com-
plaints to the local government.

A few days earlier, the legislature approved SB
1478 (Locke), an identical bill.

In 2002, the General Assembly enacted a similar
exemption from FOIA regarding complaints filed by
citizens on potential zoning violations.

Staff contact: Mark Flynn (mflynn@vml.org)

Public Safety

Attorney fee bills go
to governor for signing

SB 1513 (Smith) and HB 1655 (Carrico) emerged
from a conference committee and were approved by
both the House and Senate. The bills state that rea-
sonable attorney fees, expenses and court costs may be
awarded to any entity that prevails in an action chal-
lenging an ordinance, resolution or motion as being in
conflict with a locality’s authority to control firearms
pursuant to § 15.2-915.

Attorney fees may also be awarded to the prevail-
ing party in an action challenging an administrative
action taken in bad faith as being in conflict with the
section. The bills originally mandated that court fees
shall be awarded.

Staff contact: Kimberly Pollard (kpollard@vml.

org)

Transportation
Defeated

Not unexpectedly, the House and Senate continued
their battle over a constitutional amendment to estab-
lishment a Transportation Trust Fund. As a result,
HJR 620 (Oder) and SJR 361 (Norment) failed to be
approved.
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Miscellaneous

Residence of voters defined

The House and Senate reached agreement over
what constitutes residency when establishing the quali-
fications of a voter. As a result, HB 1878 (Cosgrove),
SB 848 (Edwards) and SB 1188 (Blevins) passed.

Both domicile and abode are required for resi-
dency as a qualification to vote. The bills require that
to establish domicile, a person must live in a particular
locality with the intention to remain there. A place of
abode is defined as the physical place where a person
dwells. The State Board of Election is instructed to
develop guidelines to ensure the uniform application
of the law for determining residency. This part of the
legislation arose over different approaches by registrars
to determining residency, often as regards to students.

The hills also allow for the hiring of election work-
ers to help close the polls and transmit the vote totals,
and allow voters to wear clothing, stickers, etc., that
endorse candidates. Earlier versions of HB 1878 and
SB 1188 required electronic poll books, a decrease
in the size of precincts, and a requirement to hire
officials to help closes the polls. While the electronic
poll books part of the bills did not survive, the budget
contains language stating that electronic poll books
will be used in the November 2010 election.

Staff Contact: Mary Jo Fields (mfields@vml.org)

Special elections changed
for constitutional officers

HB 1771 (Pollard) provides that a special election
for a vacant constitutional office in localities with
populations of 15,000 or less be filled at the Novem-
ber general election in November, rather than at a
more promptly scheduled special election.

The bill has an emergency clause, which means that
it will take effect upon signing by the governor. The bill
will allow for some savings to both localities and the state.

Staff Contact: Mary Jo Fields (mfields@vml.org)

Defeated

HB 1780 (Athey), which would have established
uniform guidelines for the holding of special elections
and the filling of vacancies.

SB 1551 (Barker), which would have allowed local
governing bodies to require non-salaried citizens of
boards and commissions to file disclosure statements.
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VML staff & assignments

R. Michael Amyx
mamyx@vml.org,
387-9692 (c), 523-8521 (o)

Executive Director

Mary Jo Fields
mifields@vml.org
400-0555 (c); 523-8524 (o)

Directs lobbying staff. Education, elections, retirement and rules.

Janet Areson

jareson@vml.org

400-0556 (c); 523-8522 (o)

Health and human services, state budget.

Mark Flynn

mflynn@vml.org

400-1321 (c); 523-8525 (o)

Legal, housing, blight, land use, zoning, telecommunications and
technology.

Tim Ailsworth
tailsworth@vmlins.org
310-3097 (c); 273-0038 (o)

Insurance, workers’ compensation.

Neal Menkes

nmenkes@vml.org

400-1191 (c); 523-8523 (o)

Taxation and finance, state budget, transportation_funding,
community and economic development.

Kimberly Pollard
kpollard@vml.org
400-1987 (c); 523-8528 (o)
Public safety, general laws.

Joe Lerch
jlerch@vml.org
640-5615 (c); 523-8530 (o)

Environment, natural resources and transportation.

Consultants

Randy Cook

McCaul, Martin, Evans & Cook
wrcook@mmecpc.com

746-3773 (o)

Courts, criminal law, civil law, eminent domain, FOIA,
procurement, general laws.

Marianne Radcliff
Kemper Consulting Inc.
mradcliff@kemperconsult.com
649-7945 (o)

Transportation.
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At your fingertips ...

Find a bill (state LIS) >
Alink to the state’s Legislative Information System, is the
fastest, easiest way to check on the status of a bill.

State budget details >
A link to the state’s Legislative Information System, is the
fastest, easiest way to check on the status of a bill.

House Membership >
Link to General Assembly Web site listing all members of
the House of Delegates and their contact information.

House Committees and Subcommittees >
Link to General Assembly Web site listing membership of
all House committees and their contact information.

Senate Membership >
Link to General Assembly Web site listing all members of
the Senate and their contact information.

Senate Committees and Subcommittees >
Link to General Assembly Web site listing membership of
all Senate committees and their contact information.

House of Delegates Live Audio Stream >
Link to live audio stream of House of Delegates floor
sessions.

House of Delegates Live Video Stream >
Link to live video stream of House of Delegates floor

sessions.

Senate Live Audio Stream >
Link to live audio stream of Senate floor sessions.

Senate Live Video Stream >
Link to live audio stream of Senate floor sessions.

Legislative Meeting Schedule >
Up-to-date listing of legislative committee meetings.

VML

VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

PO. Box 12164, Richmond, VA 23241
(804) 649-8471
Fax: (804) 343-3758
E-mail: e-mail@vml.org

www.vml.org
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