[image: image1.jpg]VML We need your help with this matter and we need it now!




January 20, 2009 – 11:25 a.m.

· Make calls, send e-mails opposing elimination of BPOL

HB 2205 <http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=091&amp;typ=bil&amp;val=hb2205>  (Frederick) eliminates local authority to impose the Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) Tax, effective July 1, 2009.  In FY 2007, cities, towns and counties collected $651.9 million in BPOL taxes.  The bill will be heard in the House Finance Committee <http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?091+com+H10> . The full committee meets Monday mornings at 8:30 a.m.; but the bill could first be heard in subcommittee, perhaps as early as Wednesday, January 21.
 
Please call or e-mail your delegate to urge opposition to HB 2205, and copy the members of House Finance.  Include information on the amount of BPOL collected in your locality, and what this amount translates to in terms of pennies on the real estate tax. 
 
Make these points:


· The elimination of BPOL would shift the burden of paying for many local services to real estate tax payers.
·  BPOL tax revenues have traditionally been seen by local officials as paying for services needed and often requested by the business community.
·  Urge the members of the General Assembly to not place additional restrictions or limitations on existing local government resources.
Follow this link to the contact information for the members of the House of Delegates <http://dela.state.va.us/dela/MemBios.nsf/MWebsiteTL?OpenView> .
 
Please copy Neal Menkes (nmenkes@vml.org; 804.523.8524) with any communication you have with your delegation on this issue.

