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February 18, 2009
 
To:       VML Key officials and liaisons
 
From:   Mark Flynn mflynn@vml.org  / Kimberly Pollard kpollard@vml.org 
 
Subject:  Oppose bill that would abolish local gun buy-back programs   
 
A bill that has passed the House and encroaches on local authority by effectively ending gun buy-back programs could be taken up on the Senate floor as early as Friday (Feb. 20).  
            
HB 2528 <http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?ses=091&amp;typ=bil&amp;val=hb2528>  (Cole) provides that no locality may participate in any program in which individuals are given a thing of value – such as gift certificates or cash -- in exchange for surrendering a firearm to the locality unless the governing body has enacted an ordinance authorizing the participation of the locality.  The ordinance must require that such firearms be sold by public auction, or sealed bids, to a person licensed as a dealer.  
 
The Senate Local Government Committee voted 8-7 to report the bill on Tuesday.  
 
Please contact your senator by Friday in opposition to the bill (contact link appears below).  
 
Talking points:
 
1.  The bill could put an end to local gun buy-back programs.  

It would mandate that any gun that a citizen would turn in as part of a buy-back program designed to get weapons off the street would have to be offered for sale to gun dealers.  Doing so could – in effect – eventually put some of those very same guns back on the streets.  Localities conduct buy-back programs to ensure that guns turned in by citizens are destroyed before they can be used in the commission of a crime.
 
2.  The bill sets a bad precedent on the rights of citizens to have their property disposed of as they wish.

3. The bill requires local governments to place costly classified newspaper advertising before conducting an auction for gun dealers or accepting their sealed bids.  

Click here <http://sov.state.va.us/SenatorDB.nsf/$$Viewtemplate%2Bfor%2BWEmailList?OpenForm> to link to contact information for the Senate.

