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Jan. 29, 2009 – 10:20 a.m.

Make calls opposing eminent domain constitutional amendments

SJR 290 (Obenshain) and HJR 725 (Bell) propose amendments to Virginia’s Constitution that restrict the use of eminent domain.  SJR 290 will be taken up by the Senate Privileges and Elections Committee at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 3.  HJR 725 is scheduled to be heard in the House Privileges & Elections subcommittee on constitutional amendments, which will meet Monday, Feb. 2, at 7 a.m.  If reported, the full committee would hear the bill on Feb. 6. 

Please call or e-mail your legislators by Friday in opposition to any constitutional amendment on eminent domain.  Here are some talking points:

● Eminent domain law was significantly tightened in 2007, thereby reducing the circumstances in which it can be used.

● There have been no identified abuses of eminent domain authority since the 2007 revision of the statute.

● It would be premature and inappropriate to amend the constitution until the effect of the statutory reform has been thoroughly examined by the courts.  If the statute has problems, they will be difficult to correct if they are embedded in the constitution.  This last point protects the groups advocating for a constitutional amendment as much as local governments and others who are opposing the amendment.  

Here is a link to the listing of the members of the House of Delegates and Senate.

Please copy VML with your comments (e-mail@vml.org)

Staff contact:  Randy Cook (wrcook@mmecpc.com)
