DATE (NO LATER THAN MARCH 31)

The Honorable Tim Kaine

Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia

Patrick Henry Building

Richmond, VA 23219

BY E-MAIL tkaine@governor.virginia.gov or
BY FAX  (804) 371-6351 

Dear Governor Kaine:

The budgets adopted by the General Assembly contain $378 million in cuts to state-mandated services delivered by local governments and in services we partner with the state in delivering.  Of that amount, $100 million – or more than 25 percent of the total – are unidentified.  The (City, Town or County of ____) is in a difficult situation, as we are trying to set property tax rates and adopt budgets in the midst of considerable economic uncertainty and stagnant or low-growth real estate values.  

A state budget that depends on cuts to core services or forces localities to raise real estate taxes to supplant state dollars is simply not good fiscal stewardship.

Service cuts will have a direct and harmful effect on the lives and well-being of Virginia’s citizens who expect, rely and need government programs in areas such as public safety through 599 funding, economic development, public health, CSA and other human services.  The $100 million of across-the-board cuts are particularly onerous and provide local governments less “flexibility” than the General Assembly assumes. 

We are also concerned that there will be an attempt to target HB 599 law enforcement funding for additional cuts.  The 599 funds are vital to public safety.  It is certainly not true that 599 dollars are spent on anything other than public safety.  In (name of your locality), we spent $X on law enforcement while receiving $Y in 599 funding.  

We ask that you take actions to ameliorate the effects of the $100 million unidentified cuts.  

We also ask that you excise the language that caps inflation in the calculation of rebenchmarking costs for non-personnel items in the Standards of Quality.  Considering that increasingly costly items such as gasoline, utilities and health insurance premiums are among the items included as non-personnel costs, this cap is clearly unrealistic.  It appears the only reason for the cap is to save money for the state.  The cap simply shifts additional funding responsibilities to local governments.

We would suggest that you propose a greater withdrawal from the rainy day fund, or take a second, closer look at programs that received new or expanded funding in the budget.  

Thank you for your consideration of these issues.

Sincerely,

Cc: VML
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