
BUDGET  ADMENDMENT  SUPPORT

Support funding the School Construction Assistance Grant Program

The state general funds that initially supported this program have been fully subscribed, leaving the fund with a zero 
balance. 

Amendments

•	 HB 30: Item 125 #17h (Carr)
•	 SB 30:  Item 125 #9s (Deeds)

Background

•	 This program was created in 2022 to provide grants to qualifying localities for construction and renovation needs.
•	 Initially, this program was funded with state general funds of $450 million in FY23. These funds have been fully 

subscribed, leaving the fund with a zero balance. 
•	 The School Construction Assistance Grant Program will eventually be funded by the Gaming Proceeds Fund 

which gets its revenue from a share of casino profits. However, the Gaming Proceeds Fund can only furnish $80 
million each year of the biennium, which is not enough to meet needs. 

What these amendments would accomplish

These amendments add $120 million each year of the biennium resulting in a combined total of $400 million which is 
similar to the initial amount of funding placed in this program in FY23. 

Key points

•	 The School Construction Assistance Grant Program is available to localities if certain criteria are met for school 
construction needs.

•	 Having more money in the Fund helps to start addressing the $20 billion worth of construction and renovation 
needs throughout the Commonwealth. 

Contacts: Josette Bulova (VML), jbulova@vml.org); Jeremy Bennett (VACo), jbennett@vaco.org
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