 Chapter 10.5 MASSAGE THERAPY AND BODYWORK -- proposed alternate ordinance
__________

Sec. 10.5-1. Definitions.

Sec. 10.5-2. When and where massages may be given.

Sec. 10.5-3. Display or presentation of certificate.

Sec. 10.5-4. Exemptions.

Sec. 10.5-5. Violation.
Sec. 10.5-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Certified massage therapist: any person who administers a massage to a client, in exchange for consideration, and who is qualified as a certified massage therapist pursuant to the requirements of Code of Virginia section 54.1-3029.

Client: any person who receives a massage in exchange for consideration.

Massage, massage therapy and bodywork: the treatment of soft tissues for therapeutic purposes by the application of massage and body work techniques based on the manipulation or application of pressure to the muscular structure or soft tissues of the human body. The terms "massage" and "massage therapy" do not include the diagnosis or treatment of illness or disease or any service or procedure for which a license to practice medicine, nursing, chiropractic therapy, physical therapy, occupational therapy, acupuncture or podiatry is required by law.

Office: Any place where a certified massage therapist conducts his or her business and recordkeeping, regardless of whether he or she actually performs massage therapy for clients at that location.

Sec. 10.5-2. When and where massages may be given.
Except as provided in section 10.5-4 of this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person to give a massage in exchange for consideration within the county unless the person giving the massage is a certified massage therapist.

Sec. 10.5-3. Display or presentation of certificate.
Each certified massage therapist shall conspicuously post his or her current certificate issued by the State Board of Nursing in a public area at his or her office or, in the case of an off-premises massage, shall present his or her certificate to the client.

Sec. 10.5-4. Exemptions.
The provisions of this chapter shall not be applicable to the following persons while such persons are engaged in the performance of the duties of their respective professions:

(1) Physicians, surgeons, chiropractors and osteopaths duly licensed to practice their respective professions in the state.

(2) Physical therapists duly licensed to practice physical therapy by the state.

(3) Employees of nursing homes and hospitals which are duly licensed by the state, provided the employees are acting under the direction and supervision of a licensed health care professional.

(4) Nurses duly licensed by the state.

(5) Trainers of any amateur, semi-professional or professional athlete or athletic team, and Licensed Athletic Trainers.

(6) Barbers and beauticians duly licensed by the state who administer massages only to the scalp, face, neck or shoulders of clients.

(7) Students of a state-approved massage therapy program, provided that each student is identified in writing to the client as a student and is acting under the direction and supervision of a certified massage therapist.

Sec. 10.5-5. Violation.
A violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor.

