Economic Impact
of

Alexandria’s Small Business 
City of Alexandria financial systems don’t currently note the number of employees in their business data but with the help of City staff members Rich Josephson, Ralph Rosenbaum, Debbie Kidd and Cindy Robinson, the Alexandria Small Business Development Center was able to combine Virginia Employment Commission and Alexandria Gross Receipts data for 2005 to measure the economic impact of Alexandria’s very small businesses – those with fewer than 20 employees.

Of Alexandria’s approximate 10,000 businesses – 

· 9038 (91%) have less than 20 employees 
· 8422 (85%) have less than 10 employees
· 7537 (76%) have less than 5 employees.

Businesses with fewer than 20 employees generated 55% of the City’s 2005 gross receipts.

By comparison, the gross receipts of those small businesses with fewer than 20 employees were 13.65 times the aggregated 2005 gross receipts of the businesses in Potomac Yard. 

